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This was it! No doubt about
it, 2001 was one of the top
(if not the very best!) king

salmon years on record for the
Goodnews River. And even bet-
ter yet, Alaska fisheries biologists
say the run is only going to get
stronger and stronger with each
passing year, and possibly even
double in numbers by 2006. Add
to this a major decrease in com-
mercial fishing for kings that's
largely due to lower prices on
salmon imported from fish farms
in other countries, and the future
(for at least the Bering Sea)
stocks looks very good indeed.

Also, over the past few years we
have steadily refined our fly fish-
ing techniques for these giants of
the salmon family to the point
where anglers are routinely
hooking up to 10 or more per
day (this year's hookup high was
31+ by one boat with two anglers
and a guide by mid-afternoon).
Buzz Livingston of Jacksonville,
FL stuck 19 on fly in one day,
and Bob Stearns released 101
on the long rod in two weeks. His
largest by formula and tape mea-
sure was 55 pounds, but he
reports at least one "much larg-
er" lost then the hook pulled.

Miami Herald
outdoor columnist
Sue Cocking and
photographer Tim
Chapman made
the trip to Alaska
from south
Florida with Bob
Stearns, and after
catching many
big kings them-
selves the result-
ing story "As
Good As It Gets" appeared -
with some great photographs -
as a big spread in the July 19,
2001 edition. Reprints are avail-
able, or see it on our website at
epicfishing.com.

The run started on time in mid-
June, and by the last week of
that month it was really going
strong. And they were still pour-
ing into the river when the sport
fishing season for kings was offi-
cially closed by the state of
Alaska at midnight on July 24. In
fact Fritz Kirner, who comes all
the  way from Germany each
year, caught eight during the
morning of that last day (half on
fly and half on plug), and then
went fishing for Dolly Varden
(very successfully!) that after-
noon.

As always, anglers using plug
and spinning tackle did extreme-
ly well, typically with numbers
even better than the fly fisher-
men. And they ran big, too. The

ever-deadly Wiggle Wort plugs
accounted for many over 50
pounds, and even a few over 60.
But fly rodders also did their
share of hooking and landing big
fish with lots over 50 pounds.
The average weight, regardless
of tackle, ran 25 to 30 pounds.

And so we're going to throw a
big fishing party for king salmon
in June and July of 2002, and if
you're not here you're gonna
miss it!

Following the trend toward big-
ger fish that started several
years ago, huge numbers of
chrome-bright chum salmon
poured into the river all through
July. Even when accidentally
hooked on king-size tackle they
fought like tigers, and some big
bucks that went over 12 pounds
were taken. A few even topped
15. Those anglers who took time
to target these strong, acrobatic

The Year of
the Kings!



salmon had a great time and
often caught 20 to 30 in a morn-
ing, then spent the afternoon
with the kings.

This was also the year of the big
Dolly Vardens . There were lots
of these strong speedsters in the
river by July 17th,
and their numbers
increased steadily
throughout the rest
of the month until all
of their favorite
haunts were loaded.
Once in the river, as
usual they stayed
and were still abun-
dant when the camp
finally closed in
September.

Quite a few big dollies over five
pounds were caught again this
year; some even pushed the 10
pound mark. Best of all, on many
days they ate dry and surface-
waking flies like there was no
tomorrow! Landing 50 or more
per day was the norm for anglers
targeting them. 

We also did a TV show on these
great fish; Fly Fishing America
taped the event and it should air
sometime in April 2002.

If you thought the 2001 silver
salmon run was going to be
poor because of their extremely
late arrival in 1997 (silvers are a
4-year fish), you certainly
guessed wrong! The vanguard
arrived on July 20, and the run
was going full-bore by July 30.
They kept coming and coming,
and in fact - according to Alaska
fisheries biologists - were still
coming strong long after the
camp closed and even through
the first half of October!

2001 continued ...

Typical of a strong silver run on
the Goodnews, boats fishing two
anglers were hooking them two
at a time. One boat recorded 65
sets of doubles in a single day!
The only disappointment in the
otherwise phenomenal run of
2001 was the lack of surface

action. Lower than normal water
for that time of year kept the fish
out in the river instead of in the
side sloughs, where the Pink
Pollywog and HotLips poppers
are so deadly. The best fly action
was on medium sink rate lines;
another good reason why no one
should ever fish this river without
having one handy.

Since the 1998 silver run was
epic in numbers and also pro-
duced many exceptionally large
fish, it seems reasonable for us
to expect the 2002 run to be
staggering. 

Up until a few years ago the
even-numbered years produced
by far the best numbers of pink
salmon , but that changed in the
late 90s, and more recently the
runs have been stronger in odd
years. We had fair numbers in
2001, enough to keep anyone
happy who wanted to catch
them. However, considering the
recent trend we really don't

expect a lot of pinks in 2002.
Fortunately there should be an
overabundance of kings,
chrome-bright chums, and feisty
silvers to take up the slack.

The quality and quantity of our
rainbow fishing depends heavily
upon water conditions. In 2001
the best weeks were July 20 to
August 10, and a repeat is
expected 2002. Most anglers
preferred to combine a half day
of rainbow fishing with a half day
of salmon or char and enjoyed
good results with both that
included 'bows up to 30+ inches.
Our best trout this year was an
11-pound 32-incher, caught with
"G" in the drift boat.

It's rare to meet a grayling that
isn't hungry; most eagerly
pounce upon a properly present-
ed fly and that was certainly the
case this past season. The
Goodnews doesn't offer these
fish in great numbers, but they

make up
for it in
size. If
you're
looking for
a trophy
grayling,
our river is
the right
place and
the right
time is
June and
July. But
be sure to

bring your camera to record the
event, because we don't kill
these beautiful and unusual fish.
Best time is last week of June
through the middle of July. n


